make transportation more environmentally friendly will make the biggest contribution to the environment. " "For the past decade, China has been saying, 'we want to do more joint research, we want you to come in and pay half '," says Deborah Seligsohn, a Beijing-based analyst for the World Resources Institute. "Someone finally took them up on it. "
On the US side, planners hope that the projects will give a boost to green industries. According to Who's Winning the Clean Energy Race?, a March report from the Pew Charitable Trusts -non-profit policy analysts in Washington DC -China became the biggest investor in clean energy in 2009 (see table) . Most of this money was spent on wind-and solar-power infrastructure; China already leads the world in manufacturing these components (see Nature 457, 372-374; 2009). Many other countries are now hoping to forge links with China's booming cleanenergy industry. Australia, for example, has allocated Aus$20 million (US$18 million) for collaboration on CCS; the United Kingdom has put £11.49 million (US$17.7 million) into 14 ongoing projects on renewable-energy technologies and cleaner fossil fuels, and will announce further joint efforts on CCS, solar power and fuel cells in the coming months.
There are still many wrinkles to be ironed out with CERC. In contrast to the US open bidding system, the Chinese government is appointing its consortia, raising concerns among US partners about who they might be working with. And Ann Marie Sastry, a materials scientist and part of the University of Michigan's clean-vehicle consortium, says that as both nations compete for technology markets, there are likely to be tensions about the intellectual property generated by CERC. "It's going to be awkward in the beginning, " agrees Sabina Brady, executive director at the US-China Energy Cooperation Program, a business association representing 35 US companies in China, many of which are involved in the consortia. "CERC could be improved. But the important part of CERC is that it got started. " ■
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